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The decision of the British Methodist Conference

he decision of the British Methodist Conference to allow same sex marriage to be held on Church premises

has reverberated around the world. Many were surprised, even shocked by the decision. Across British
Methodism too, many are dismayed by the decision and some have left the church. However, in society, and
particularly amongst the gay community the decision has been warmly welcomed as offering an opportunity for
Christian gay couples to have their relationship recognsied and blessed by the Church.

The decision was a long time in the making having gone through two years of consultation at District and
Circuit level. Each of the 34 District Synods were asked to vote and, perhaps surprisingly, 33 of the Districts voted
overwhelmingly in favour.

Throughout the life of the Christian Church, Christians have been challenged as to what they must hold on
to as vital to faith and what they could and should lay down, what could be altered and what must be adhered to.
The early church, largely comprised of Jewish converts, was told clearly that circumcision was no longer important,
all foods were now clean, they did not need to worship at the Temple, the law had been given a fresh new life
through Christ and faith was not something simply handed on by human birth but required spiritual re-birth. And
so, part of the discussion around same-sex relationships was, is this something that could now be re-imagined as
being within the love and acceptance of God? That same sex-relationships were no longer to be considered sinful.
Could what the church once accepted as true be changed?

Britain is in a very different place from Hong Kong. It was back in 2005 that British law was enacted to allow
civil partnerships and in 2013 that the Marriage Act was altered to allow same-sex marriage. So, society has had
some time to adjust and become accepting of such relationships. Laws were further enacted to protect gay and
transgendered people from discrimination. These public acts helped to give greater confidence to gay people
and so, no longer feeling the need to hide their sexuality, many became more open and recognisable: celebrities,
politicians, sports stars, corporates and many others were being honest and open about their sexuality.

These public and social changes naturally impacted the church in which gay people also felt more able to
come out of the shadows and be open. Over time and through many debates the British Methodist church has
become itself more open and accepting. Progressive evangelicals both in the UK and in the USA, which always
impacts the UK, became more vocal in their support of the gay community, many began to preach inclusivity,
welcome and embrace.

The British Methodist Conference has concluded that while many will continue to disagree and struggle
with the decision, that the church will have to walk in tension and struggle with different opinions and beliefs for
perhaps many years to come, the time had nevertheless come to acknowledge, welcome and embrace same-sex
couples and to offer ceremonies within the life of the church, which invites God's blessing upon their union.

The British Methodist Conference acknowledges that other Methodist Conferences around the world are
not ready or willing to accept this position and fully respects their journeys of faith and that while the journey
together is very much to proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour and the coming of God's Kingdom, other
aspects of our life together as a world-wide church will have to be held in tension.
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to allow same sex marriage
to be held on Church premises

EENNE
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