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Building on the rock

It was in 1841 that Captain Charles Elliot of the British Royal Navy
declared Hong Kong 1sland a ‘barren rock . Rock 1t most certainly 1s
but today. hardly barren! Quickly it became a flourishing port and
centre for trade. It was a stepping off point for missionary activity in
China and Japan.

If we were back in 1841, a short walk from our MIC site down Queen’s
Road East towards the traffic ights. would brning us to the shore If we were
to walk further down, along QRE to the Hopewell Centre, we would be
paddling in the seal It was at this edge of Wan Chai. beside the garnson
barracks, that the Wesleyan Methodists were granted the plot of land on
which now we build.

Hong Kong has all the qualifies of a rugged mountain that emerges out of
the sea. It 1s therefore not a surpnse that we find ourselves building on the
sohd rock. After digging the soft earth away, the construction firm
excavating the site hit granite, a very hard rock. which will provide sohd
foundations for the new building.

Jesus told a parable about the man who built on rock.

‘Everyone who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be
like a wise man who built his house on rock’ watthew 7:24

We build on rock in two ways. on physical rock and
spirttual rock. Milhons of years ago, in the white

heat of a volcanic intrusion, the gramte was ‘fﬁ? = ]‘i

formed. This created a hard rock resisting - (3% W O 15 G{ICI;.
erosion from wind and weather Such rock
becomes a solid foundation for our building
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Allelmal We do not need to dnll down to create foundations. There 1s no
doubt we are. from this December. constructing a building on sohd rock

We also build on the Lord Jesus Chnist, the rock of our faith, who we
celebrate this Chnistmas and New Year He 1s the one who can bring
stabihty and peace to our lives. As we bwld on the foundation of Jesus’
teaching and follow the manner of his hife. we shape lives which enable us
to flounsh and grow as people. As we celebrate Chnistmas and move into
2016 we need to reflect on whether, and how, we are building on Jesus
Chnst, the rock of our faith.

The psalmust often refers to God as "our rock. sohd. dependable. The early
Chnstian preachers also used the 1dea of Jesus as a rock. In the book of
Acts. Peter refers to Jesus as the ‘cornerstone’. a word which may be
translated ‘keystone’, the stone at the top of an arch which keeps the whole
structure 1n place. Millions of people today find Jesus to be the dependable,
faithful, merciful Saviour. a rock on which to build for a ifetime.

Blessings to you this Chnistmas and New Year

_f q-; -. He is the stone which was rejected by you,
' the builders, hut whir:h hecame the chief
BB cornerstone. 11

N ER KN N
Meheadia Chapsch, Thine Korg:




For I'm Bilding a People of Power

Tagl [ have been to many Ground Breaking ceremonies in the past. They tend.
in Britain. to be simple affairs with a few people, a prayer said and the first
spadeful dug. The Ground Breaking for our Methodist International
Church and Conference Building was nothing like that!

= Armving at the site, we made our way carefully down ladders inside a
e % scaffolding tower. down and down over 30 feet below the street level We
were met with the vista of a cemented floor. a wonderful stage with a colourful back drop
and a row of 12 gold spades. all bedecked with red nbbons. This could only happen in Hong Kongl

What took me by surpnse, was the overwhelming sense of the presence
of God mn the mudst of this deep bunlding site. The site had been prayed
over by generations of Methodists and I knew that of course, but even
with steel columns nsing out of the ground at the penimeter of the site,
and many girders holding everything in place, it was clear that this was
shll Sacred Space.

The service, carefully drafted, with prayers and hymns. led by
the choir. keyboard and brass mstruments was deeply
moving. There was many a tear m the eye of people who
had worshipped for years at MIC. mine too! Of course the
service was well led by President Sung Che Lam, Past
Presidents and many of those mvolved n the design and

development of the new bulding

For the congregations of MIC this has been. since we
left the building, a hard eighteen months and a time
of loss. However standing in the depth of what will
become the basement of the buillding with a youth
room and one of the worship halls, was a moment of
hope. .. a real conviction that this new building wall
nise to the Glory of God and the ministry of the Methodist Church, Hong Kong. It will be a building
mhabited by a people of power, seeking to worship and serve God m this community and across Hong
Kong There was a real sense of Allehna! about the event which will accelerate our determmation to

== support the redevelopment generously and sacrificially. Praise God for the event and

thanks to all who enabled it to happen.
Revd Dr.G Howard Mellor
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This year's Walkathon was held at 3pm on 15th ~- & St S

November (Sunday) at the Ma On Shan Waterfront
Promenade. There were about 3000 people
participating in the event, half coming from eight
secondary schools, pnmary schools and
kindergartens of our church. We would like to thank
all of them. especially those teachers. students and parents from our $&=
schools who were eager to support despite the wind and the ramn. by

The Launching Ceremony was held in the Ma On Shan Methodist
Primary School Music performances and talent shows added
colour to the hvely atmosphere. There was a bazaar selling fine
gifts and dehcious food. They also had inflatable bouncers and
playmng areas for the kids. Everywhere was full of fun and }J; 1

| .

laughters and every one enjoyed the occasion very much. .-r!- .
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Special thanks to Ma On Shan Methodist Church, the [r e B
Hong Kong Methodist Women's Association, Ma On e
Shan Methodist Pnmary School and
Yang Memonal Methodist Social
Service, whose support and assistance
had made the occasion a success.
May all the glory and praise be to
God! See you next yearl

Offerings can be made by:

Crossed Cheque payable to ‘Methodist International Church,
Hong Kong'and send to Room 801,
8/F East Town Building, 41 Lockhart Road.
Wanchai, Hong Kong

Direct Deposit to ‘Methodist International Church, Hong Kong'.

HSBC HK A/C #048-054605-001. Please forward
the bank pay-in ship for our records.

*Figures as of 25/11/2015

John Wesley in his sermon on ‘The Use of Money’ (1744),
urged Methodists to :

Gain all you can - with ‘honest wisdom’, ‘honest industry’

We have raised $105million
for the redevelopment!

$42m n gifts. $18m from the MIC reserve
and $45m n loans from MCHK churches.
Our Walkathon monies are yet to be added
to the total. These are all signs God 1s wath us
in the fund raising.

The good news 1s that we can pay all our bills
for 2015 ($67milhon). but expenditure n
2016 will need a further $200mulhion.

That 1s a big call but with generous. even
sacnficial, giving, the financial commitment
will be met.

Praise God we are on time. within budget
and raising significant funds.

Allelwma agam!

MONEY RAISED@MONEY SPENT
2017 E $A00M

2016 £300M

$200M

S100M

—_

i$67M

. $40M

= $42m Funds Raised:
Funds raised MCHK $34,228,015
_ Funds raised MIC £8,076,073

Plus:
= - From MIC reserve

.- Interest free loan
received

s Total: 51056,833,162

$18,068457
245 470,617

_ Total expenditure $40,045,494

and without demeaning others.

Save all you can = live carefully and simply, ‘not wasting

God’s gift’.

Give all you can - ‘that you may give good account of

your stewardship’.
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