


*The context of the work by the church was set
11V
AIDS at the beginning of the 1980’s which spiked

against the background of the appearance

\

in 1985 dropped and then rose again to an all

time high 200
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*The Methodist Conference debate about sexu

r|

words It Is not a one-off debate and decisior
a continuing [ourney together, and as |

]Jr has been nnd continues to be a long |

:Jﬁfy

s described as a Pilgrimage of taith’ in other
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* The first requirement of:love'is tolisten. IHonest: and sensitive

listening Is not [ust an important part of: the gospel, it is necessary if
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we wish to begin o frame any:ethic. AT Christian ethic, to be true to

V) 1 7l ) ~ J 1 , °, ® ,
the gospel, must engage with Scripture and tradition and must

1)

wrestle with the quq/ Jw// erience of people. It is in the

°/
bringing together of’ past'and' present that the Church discovers the

shape of the gospel for ff):/cJ y. It'is'not helpful fo formulate an ideal,
to which all should seek to conform, without reference to what is

y being experienced by those for whom that ideal might be

°

experienced as a denial of their own being or as oppressive.
Methodist Church Commission 1990
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sexuality as God'sigiiifand the place ot every

The Me’rhodi’r Church.
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rence rearrmsinetradifional teaching ot th
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_hurch onrhuman sexuality; namely: chastity tor all
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outside marriage andttidelifyswithin it. The Conterence
directs that this atrfirmation is made clear to all

candidates
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such cases.



disciplinary charge against any person in relation to
~ I~

ed to have taken place before such

decisions were made.



9

repression and discrimination, to work t

and human rights and to give dignity and worth to

people whatever their sexuality.



