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Twelve Doctrines Affirmed Formally and Consistently
by Wesleyan and Methodist Communities
with References to Doctrinal Sources
Ted A. Campbell

Doctrines from the ancient Christian Church (typically affirmed in Reformation-age
doctrinal statements such as the Anglican Articles of Religion and the Methodist Articles
of Religion derived from them):

1. Doctrine about the divine Trinity: the teaching that we worship one God as
the distinct divine persons of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Ancient and Ecumenical sources: the Apostles’ Creed (in Pelikan and Hotchkiss,
1:669; in Leith, ed., Creeds of the Churches, 24-25); the original Nicene Creed and the
Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed (in Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 1:162-63; in Leith, ed.,
Creeds of the Churches, 28-33); WCC Faith and Order text, Confessing the One Faith,
passim. Reformation sources: Augsburg Confession 1 (in Pelikan and Hotchkiss,
2:58-59; in Leith, Creeds of the Churches 67-68). Anglican Articles of Religion 1 and 8
(the latter affirmed the Nicene, Apostles’ and Athanasian creeds (in Pelikan and
Hotchkiss, 2:528, 530-31; in Leith, Creeds of the Churches, 266 and 269); Westminster
Confession of Faith 2 (in Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 2:608-9; in Leith, Creeds of the
Churches 197); cf. Calvin, Institutes 1:13 (in Battles and McNeill, 1:120-50). Wesleyan
sources: John Wesley explicitly claimed the doctrine of the Trinity as a necessary
Christian teaching in his sermon “On the Trinity” (1775) q 2 (in Outler, ed., Sermons,
3:376; and in Jackson, ed., Works 6:200); cf. his “Letter to a Roman Catholic” §] 6-8 (in
Jackson, ed., Works, 10:81-82); Instructions for Children, 5. Doctrinal sources:
Methodist Articles of Religion 1 (in Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 3:202; in Leith, ed., Creeds of
the Churches, 354); United Methodist Confession of Faith, Article 1 (UMC Discipline
2008, 9§ 103, 66-67); Church of the Nazarene Articles of Faith article 1 (cf. Pelikan and
Hotchkiss 3:410); World Methodist Council statement of “Wesleyan Essentials of
Christian Faith,” sections on “The People Called Methodists” and “Our Worship” (in WMC
Handbook of Information 2007-2011, 95 and 96). Methodist theologians: Watson,
Theological Institutes 11:8-17 (in 1854 edition; 1:447-642); Summers, Systematic
Theology (1:11:1-2; in 1888 printing. 1:147-57); Pope, Compendium of Christian Theology,
chapter on “God,” subsection on “The Triune Name” (1880 printing, 1:255-86); Raymond,
Systematic Theology, book Il, chs. lll-1V and VI (1:374-479, 491-494); Miley, Systematic
Theology 11:5-8 (1892 printing, 1:223-75); Wiley, Christian Theology, ch. 15 (1940
printing, 1:393-439). Secondary sources: Williams, John Wesley’s Theology Today, 93-97;
Maddox, Responsible Grace, specifically 136-40, but more generally 48-64, 94-118, 119-40;
Campbell, Methodist Doctrine, 41-47; Jones, United Methodist Doctrine, 99-125; Collins,
Theology of John Wesley, specifically 143-49, but more generally 19-48, 87-120 and 121-53

2. Doctrine about the complete humanity and complete divinity of Jesus
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Christ: united in one Person (expressed in the Chalcedonian Definition of
Faith): the teaching that Jesus Christ Was not only entirely divine, but also
embraced complete humanity including a human soul and material body.

Ancient and Ecumenical sources: The original Nicene Creed and the
Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed (in Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 1:158-59 and 162-63; in
Leith, ed., Creeds of the Churches, 28-33); Definition of Faith of the Council of Chalcedon
(A.D. 451; in Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 1:174-81; in Leith, ed., Creeds of the Churches,
34-36); WCC Faith and Order text, Confessing the One Faith, 43-72. Reformation
sources: Augsburg Confession 3 (in Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 2:60; in Leith, Creeds of the
Churches 68-69); Anglican Articles of Religion 2 and 31 (in Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 2:528
and 536; in Leith, Creeds of the Churches, 267 and 277); Westminster Confession of
Faith 8:1-8 (in Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 2:616-18; in Leith, Creeds of the Churches,
203-05). Wesleyan sources: John Wesley maintained that the doctrine of the full divinity
of Christ is a necessary Christian doctrine in “The Character of a Methodist” § 1 (in
Jackson, ed., Works 8:340); he claimed the doctrine of the atonement to be a necessary
Christian doctrine in a letter to Mary Bishop,dated 1778-02-07 (in Telford, ed., Letters
6:297-98); cf. also “Letter to a Roman Catholic” § 7 (in Jackson, ed., Works 10:81-82).
Doctrinal sources: Methodist Articles of Religion 1, 2 and 20 (in Pelikan and Hotchkiss,
3:202 and 206; in Leith, ed., Creeds of the Churches, 354 and 359); United Methodist
Confession of Faith, Articles 2 (UMC Discipline 2008, | 103, p. 67); Church of the
Nazarene Articles of Faith, articles 2 and 6 (cf. Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 3:410 and 411);
World Methodist Council statement of “Wesleyan Essentials of Christian Faith,” section
on “Our Beliefs” (in WMC Handbook of Information 2007-2011, 95-96). Methodist
theologians: Watson, Theological Institutes, 11:11-16, 20-22 (1857 edition, 274-353 and
416-75); Summers, Systematic Theology I1:1-3 (1:162-298); Raymond, Systematic
Theology, book Il, ch. IV, which is entitled “Bible Proofs of Trinity” but is consistently on
the human and divine natures of Jesus Christ (1:395-479) and book 1V, ch. Il, entitled
“Theories of Salvation” (2:211-307); Pope, Compendium of Christian Theology, chapter
on “The Mediatorial Ministry” (1880 printing, 2:106-316); Miley, Systematic Theology 11:6
(1:232-56), IV and V (2:3-240). Secondary sources: Deschner, Wesley’s Christology,
14-44 (on the human and divine natures of Christ), 45-190 (on the work of Christ);
Williams, John Wesley’s Theology Today, 74-93; Maddox, Responsible Grace, 94-118;
Campbell, Methodist Doctrine, 41-44; Jones, United Methodist Doctrine, 112-115;
Collins, John Wesley’s Theology, 87-120.

Doctrines form the Protestant Reformations (typically affirmed in Reformation-age
doctrinal statements such as the Anglican Articles of Religion and the Methodist Articles
of Religion derived from them):

3. Doctrine about the sufficiency and primary authority of the canon of
sacred scripture: the teaching that the canonical scriptures are sufficient for all

matters of human salvation and the reform of the church.

Reformation sources: Augsburg Confession, the preface and the preface to the second
part of the Confession on disputed matters (in Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 2:53-58 and 77-78;
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in Leith, Creeds of the Churches 64-67 and 79); Anglican Articles of Religion 6-7 (in
Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 2:529-30; in Leith, Creeds of the Churches, 267-69; Westminster
Confession of Faith 1 (in Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 2:604-08; in Leith, Creeds of the
Churches, 193-96). Wesleyan sources: John Wesley maintained that the doctrine of
biblical authority is a constitutive Christian doctrine in “The Character of a Methodist” { 1
(in Jackson, ed., Works 8:340). Doctrinal sources: Methodist Articles of Religion 5-6 (in
Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 3: 202-03; in Leith, ed., Creed of the Churches, 355); United
Methodist Confession of Faith, Article 4 (UMC Discipline 2008, § 103, p. 67); United
Methodist Church statement on “Our Theological Task” (UMC Discipfine 2008, § 104,
74-86); Church of the Nazarene Atrticles of Faith, article 4 (cf. Pelikan and Hotchkiss,
3:411); World Methodist Council statement of “Wesleyan Essentials of Christian Faith, “
section on “Our Beliefs” (in WMC Handbook of Information 2007-2011, 95-96).
Methodist theologians: Watson, Theological Institutes, | (1857 edition, 9-149);
Summers, Systematic Theology V (1:417-552); Raymond, Systematic Theology, book |
in its entirety, which demonstrates the inspiration and authority of the Holy Scriptures
(1:19-243); Pope, Compendium of Christian Theology, chapter on “The Divine Rule of
Faith” (1880 printing, 1:36-230); Miley, Systematic Theology introduction II:2 (1:11) and
appendix on “The Inspiration of the Scriptures” (2:479-89). Secondary sources:
Williams, John Wesley’s Theology Today, 23-38; Jones, John Wesley’s Conception and
Use of Scripture, passim; Maddox, Responsible Grace, 28-32, 36-47; Campbell,
Methodist Doctrine, 35-40; Jones, United Methodist Doctrine, 127-43.

. Doctrine about original righteousness and original sin: the teaching that
human beings were created by God to enjoy fellowship with God and with their
fellow creatures, and the teaching that human beings cannot save themselves
and thus stand in need of divine grace (noting an important omission on
Wesley’s edition of the Anglican article on original sin that left open the
question of the human inheritance of guilt).

Reformation sources: Augsburg Confession 2 (in Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 2:59; in Leith,
Creeds of the Churches, 68); Anglican Articles of Religion 9-10 (in Pelikan and Hotchkiss,
2:531; in Leith, Creeds of the Churches, 269-70); Westminster Confession of Faith 6 (in
Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 2:614; in Leith, Creeds of the Churches, 201-02). Anglican Article
9 (given in Leith, ed., 269-70). Wesleyan sources: John Wesley claimed the doctrine of
original sin as a necessary Christian doctrine in “The Doctrine of Original Sin, according
to Scripture, Reason and Experience” §| VI:VI (in Jackson, ed., Works 9:429). Doctrinal
sources: Methodist Articles of Religion 7 (in Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 3:203; in Leith,
Creeds of the Churches, 356); United Methodist Confession of Faith, Article 7 (UMC
Discipline 2004, [ 103, p. 68); Church of the Nazarene Articles of Faith, article 5 (cf.
Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 3:411). Methodist theologians: Watson, Theological Institutes,
11:18 (1857 edition, 361-408); Summers, Systematic Theology VI:I-II (2:17-90);
Raymond, Systematic Theology, book llI, chs. I-lll (2:2-172), and especially ch. Il
(2:64-172); Pope, Compendium of Christian Theology, chapter on “Sin” (1880 printing,
2:17-90); Miley, Systematic Theology Ill (1:351-533). Secondary Sources: Williams,
John Wesley’s Theology Today, 47-56; Outler, Theology in the Wesleyan Spirit, 23-43;
Maddox, Responsible Grace, 65-83; Runyon, New Creation, 13-24; Campbell,

38



Methodist Doctrine, 48-50; Jones, United Methodist Doctrine, 145-56; Collins, John
Wesley’s Theology, 49-73.

. Doctrine about justification by faith alone and by grace alone: the
teaching that our sins are forgiven and we are reconciled to God by trust in
Jesus Christ as a result of divine grace (gift).

Ecumenical sources: “Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification,” to which the
World Methodist Council became a signatory on 23 July 2006. Reformation sources:
Augsburg Confession 4 (in Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 2:60-61; in Leith, Creeds of the
Churches 69); Anglican Articles of Religion 11 (in Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 2:531; in
Leith, Creeds of the Churches, 271); Westminster Confession of Faith 11-12 and 14 (in
Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 2:620-22, 263; in Leith, Creeds of the Churches, 207-08, 209).
Wesleyan sources: John Wesley, sermon on “The New Birth,” Introduction,” § 1 (in
Outler, ed., Sermons, 2:187; and in Sugden, ed., Sermons 2:226-27) claimed that the
doctrine of justification by faith alone is a necessary Christian doctrine; cf. his sermon
on “Justification by Faith,” introduction § 1 (in Outler, ed., Sermons 1:182). Doctrinal
sources: Methodist Articles of Religion 9 (in Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 3:203; in Leith, ed.,
Creeds of the Churches, 356); United Methodist Confession of Faith, Article 9 (UMC
Discipline 2008, §] 103, p. 69); Church of the Nazarene Articles of Faith, article 9 (cf.
Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 3:412); World Methodist Council statement of “Wesleyan
Essentials of Christian Faith,” section on “Our Beliefs”: “Methodists believe in the
centrality of grace; prevenient, justifying, and sanctifying; (in WMC Handbook of
Information 2007-2011, 96). Methodist theologians: Watson, Theological institutes,
11:123 (1857 edition, 475-508); Summers, Systematic Theology VIl (2:91-127);
Raymond. Systematic Theology, book 1V, ch. Il (2:319-44); Pope, Compendium of
Christian Theology, chapter on “The Administration of Redemption” (1880 printing,
2:371-451); Miley, Systematic Theology V:[2]:5 (2:308-26). Secondary sources:
William R. Cannon, The Theology of John Wesley with Special Reference to the
Doctrine of Justification (New York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 1946); Williams, John
Wesley’s Theology Today, 57-73; Outler, Theology in the Wesleyan Spirit, 45-64;
Maddox, Responsible Grace, 141-76; Campbell, Methodist Doctrine, 56-58; Jones,
United Methodist Doctrine, 175-80, 182-93; Collins, Theology of John Wesley, 155-89.

. Doctrine about the church: the teachings that define the Christian
community formally as constituted by a community of persons who have
faith in Christ, within which community the gospel about Jesus Christ is
proclaimed and the sacraments are appropriately administered.

Ecumenical sources: World Council of Churches Faith and Order study of The Nature
and Mission of the Church: A Stage on the Way to a Common Statement (Faith and
Order paper no. 198; Geneva: World Council of Churches, 2005). Reformation
sources: Augsburg Confession 3 (in Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 2:62-63; in Leith, Creeds
of the Churches 68-69); Anglican Atrticles of Religion 19-21 (in Pelikan and Hotchkiss,
2:533-34; also in Leith, Creeds of the Churches, 273); Westminster Confession of Faith
25 (in Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 2:638-39, in Leith, Creeds of the Churches, 203-05).
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Wesleyan sources: John Wesley, manuscript giving his definition of the church of
England (cited in Frank Baker, John Wesley and the Church of England, 327). Wesley’s
letter “To Dr. Coke, Mr. Asbury, and Our Brethren in North America” (10 September
1784) is also and important source for his ecclesiology (in Jackson, ed., Works,
13:251-52). Doctrinal sources: Methodist Articles 16 and 17 (in Pelikan and
Hotchkiss, 3:205); United Methodist Confession of Faith, article 5 (in UMC Discipline
2008, 9 103, 67-68); Church of the Nazarene Atrticles of Faith, article 11 (cf. Pelikan and
Hotchkiss, 3:413); World Methodist Council statement of “Wesleyan Essentials of
Christian Faith,” sections on “The People Called Methodists” and “Our Common Life”
(in WMC Handbook of Information 2007-2011, 95 and 98). Methodist theologians:
Watson, Theological Institutes, IV:1 (1857 edition, 680-99); Summers, Systematic
Theology VII:I (2:213-44); Raymond, Systematic Theology, book 7, chapter 1
(3:233-42); Pope, Compendium of Christian Theology, chapter on “The Administration
of Redemption (continued),” subsection on “The Church” (1880 printing, 3:259-364);
Miley, Systematic Theology V:[2]:9 (2:385-95). Secondary sources; Williams, John
Wesley’s Theology Today, 141-66, 207-42; Frank Baker, John Wesley and the Church
of England, passim; Runyon, New Creation, 102-07; Campbell, Methodist Doctrine,
64-71; Jones, United Methodist Doctrine, 246-56; Collins, Theology of John Wesley,
237-46.

. Doctrine about the practice of baptism: the teaching that we are
incorporated into the fellowship of the Christian church by the act of baptism
by water and by divine grace according to Christ’s institution as the central act
in the larger process of Christian initiation.

Ecumenical sources: World Council of Churches Faith and Order Commission,
Baptism, Eucharist, and Ministry (1982), section on Baptism. Reformation sources:
Augsburg Confession 9 (in Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 2:63; in Leith, Creeds of the
Churches, 70-71); Anglican Articles of Religion 27 (in Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 2:535;
also in Leith, Creeds of the Churches, 275-76; Westminster Confession of Faith 28 (in
Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 2:641-42; in Leith, Creeds of the Churches, 224-25). Doctrinal
sources: Methodist Articles of Religion 17 (in Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 3:205; in Leith,
Creeds of the Churches, 358); United Methodist Confession of Faith, Article 6 (UMC
Discipline 2008, § 103, p. 68). United Methodist Statement “By Water and the Spirit,”
adopted by the 1996 General Conference; Church of the Nazarene Articles of Faith,
article 12 (cf. article 13 in the 1952 version in Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 3:413); World
Methodist Council statement of “Wesleyan Essentials of Christian Faith,” section on
“Our Worship” (in WMC Handbook of Information 2007-2011, 96). Methodist
theologians: Watson, Theological Institutes, 1V:3 (1857 edition, 703-29); Summers,
Systematic Theology VII:V (2:351-404); Raymond, Systematic Theology, book VII, chs.
IV-VI (3:275-342); Pope, Compendium of Christian Theology, chapter on “The Church”
(1880 printing, 3:310-24); Miley, Systematic Theology V:[2]:9 (2:395-410). Secondary
sources: Williams, John Wesley’s Theology Today, 115-22; Bernard G. Holland,
Baptism in Early Methodism (London: Epworth Press, 1970), Laurence H. Stookey,
Baptism: Christ’s Act in the Church (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1982); Gayle Carlton
Felton, This Gift of Water: The Practice and Theology of Baptism among Methodists in
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America (1993); Maddox, Responsible Grace, 221-28; Runyon, New Creation, 140-45;
Campbell, Methodist Doctrine, 71-74; Jones, United Methodist Doctrine, 256-62;
Collins, Theology of John Wesley, 262-65.

8. Doctrine about the practice of the Lord’s Supper: the teaching that we
celebrate our fellowship with each other and the unique presence or power of
Jesus Christ by sharing bread and wine according to his institution.

Ecumenical sources: World Council of Churches Faith and Order Commission,
Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry (1982), section on Eucharist. Reformation sources:
Augsburg Confession 3 (in Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 2:64, in Leith, Creeds of the
Churches, 71); Anglican Articles of Religion 28-30 (in Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 2:535-36;
also in Leith, Creeds of the Churches, 276-77);Westminster Confession of Faith 24 (in
Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 2:642-44; in Leith, Creeds of the Churches, 225-27). Wesleyan
sources: John Wesley, sermon on “The Duty of Constant Communion”(in Outler, ed.,
Sermons, 3:427-39). John and Charles Wesley, Hymns on the Lord’s Supper (1745),
and their abridgement of Brevint’s Christian Sacrament and Sacrifice. Both of these
sources are given in Rattenbury’s edition of the Eucharistic Hymns of John and Charles
Wesley. Doctrinal sources: Methodist Articles of Religion 18-20 (in Pelikan and
Hotchkiss, 3:205-06; in Leith, Creeds of the Churches, 358-59); United Methodist
Confession of Faith, Article 6 (UMC Discipline 2008 § 103, p. 68); United Methodist
Church statement entitled “This Holy Mystery” approved by the 2004 General
Conference; Church of the Nazarene Articles of Faith, article 14 (cf. article 13 in the
1952 version in Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 3:413); World Methodist Council statement of
“Wesleyan Essentials of Christian Faith,” section on “Our Worship” (in WMC Handbook
of Information 2007-2011, 96). Methodist theologians: Watson, Theological Institutes,
IV: 4 (1857 edition, 729-35); Summers, Systematic Theology VII:VI (2:405-70);
Raymond, Systematic Theology, book VII, ch. VII (3:343-71); Pope, Compendium of
Christian Theology, chapter on “The Church” (1880 printing, 3:325-34); Miley,
Systematic Theology V:[2]:9 (2:411-15). Secondary sources: Laurence H. Stookey,
Eucharist. Christ’s Feast with the Church (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1993); Mark
Stamm, Let Every Soul Be Jesus’ Guest: A Theology of the Open Table (Nashville:
Abingdon Press, 2005); Williams, John Wesley’s Theology Today, 158-66; Maddox,
Responsible Grace, 202-05; Runyon, New Creation, 128-40; Campbell, Methodist
Doctrine, 74-78; Jones, United Methodist Doctrine, 262-66; Collins, Theology of John
Wesley, 259-62. Maddox, Responsible Grace, 202-05; Runyon, New Creation,
128-40; Campbell, Methodist Doctrine, 74-78; Jones, United Methodist Doctrine,
262-66; Collins, Theology of John Wesley, 259-62.

Doctrines from the Wesleyan Movement (affirmed in the Wesleyan doctrinal
standards, that is, the first four volumes of John Wesley’s Sermons on Several
Occasions and his Explanatory Notes upon the New Testament):

9. Doctrine about religious experience: the teaching that human beings

regularly experience God’s grace and learn from these experiences about our
relationship to God and God’s calling for us and our Christian communities.
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Reformation Sources: Calvin, Institutes 1.7.5 (in McNeill, ed., Calvin: Institutes
1:80-81). Wesleyan Sources: “Earnest Appeal to Men of Reason and Religion” ||
6-10 (Cragg, ed., Appeals, pp. 46-48); Journal for 22 May 1749 (Curnock 3:401; Ward
and Heitzenrater, 3:274); Sermon on “Justification by Faith” 1V:2 (in Outler, ed.,
Sermons, 1:194); Sermon on “The Great Privilege of Those that are Born of God” I:2-10
(in Outler, ed., Sermons, 1:432-435); Sermon on “The Scripture Way of Salvation” I1:1
(in Outler, ed., Sermons, 2:160-162); Sermon “On the Discoveries of Faith” passim (in
Outler, ed., Sermons, 4:28-38); Sermon “On the Difference between Walking by Sight,
and Walking by Faith” passim (in Outler, ed., Sermons, 4:49-59); Sermon “On Faith,”
passim (in Outler, ed., Sermons, 4:188-200); Explanatory Notes upon the New
Testament on Hebrews 11:1 (1948 edition, note on p. 841); Sermon on “The End of
Christ’s Coming” Ill:1 (Jackson 6:274-275; in Outler, ed., Sermons, 2:481). Doctrinal
Sources: United Methodist Church statement on “Our Theological Task” (UMC
Discipline 2008, q 104, 81-82). Methodist Theologians: Watson, Theological
Institutes, |1:B:1l, chapter 24 on effects of justification including adoption (1857 edition,
269-281); Summers, Systematic Theology, book IV, chapter IV (1:406-414); Raymond,
Systematic Theology, 1:VI on the “Argument from Experience” (1:208-216); Pope,
Compendium of Christian Theology, chapter on “Revelation or the Faith” (1880 printing,
1:150-154), chapter on “the Administration of Redemption,” section on “Calling and
Election” (1880 printing 2:345-346), chapter on “Christian Sonship,” section on
“Adoption” (1880 printing, 3:13-20), chapter on “Tenure of Covenant Blessings,” section
on “Assurance” (1880 printing, 3:113-130); Miley, Systematic Theology introduction
(1:16-22). Secondary Sources: Herbert Brook Workman, The Place of Methodism in
the Catholic Church (London: Epworth Press, 1921); Umphrey Lee, “The Historical
Backgrounds of Early Methodist Enthusiasm” (PhD dissertation, Columbia University,
1931; and John Wesley and Modern Religion, Nashville: Cokesbury Press, 1936);
Frederick Dreyer, “Faith and Experience in the Thought of John Wesley,” American
Historical Review 88 (1983): 12-30; Richard E. Brantley, Locke, Wesley, and the
Method of English Romanticism (1984); Gregory S. Clapper, John Wesley on Religions
Affections: His View on Experience and Emotion and Their Role in the Christian Life
and Theology (Metuchen, NJ: Scarecrow Press, 1989); Williams, John Wesley’s
Theology Today, 32-38: Maddox, Responsible Grace, 44-46, 48-49; Runyon, New
Creation, 146-167; Campbell, Methodist Doctrine, 39; Jones, United Methodist
Doctrine, 139; Collins, Theology of John Wesley, 2.

10. Doctrine about universal availability of prevenient grace: the teaching
that salvation through Christ is available to all human beings through a
universally available preparatory (“preventing” or “prevenient”) grace.

Wesleyan sources: John Wesley gives a definition of “preventing grace” which
includes the claim that this grace is available to every person in the sermon on “The
Scripture Way of Salvation” I:2 (in Outler, ed., Sermons, 2:156-57; in Jackson, ed.,
Works, 6:44). Doctrinal sources: Church of the Nazarene Articles of Faith, articles
7 and 8 (cf. Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 3:411 and 412); World Methodist Council
statement of “Wesleyan Essentials of Christian Faith,” section on “Our Witness”; “We
seek the realization of God’s will for the salvation of humankind” (in WMC Handbook
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of Information 2007-2011, 96-97). Methodist theologians: Summers, Systematic
Theology VI (2:31-90). Secondary sources: Williams, John Wesley’s Theology
Today, 41- 46; Maddox, Responsible Grace, 83-93; Runyon, New Creation, 26-42;
Campbell, Methodist Doctrine, 50-52, 53-56; Jones, United Methodist Doctrine,
156-73, 180-82; Collins, Theology of John Wesley, 73-82.

11. Doctrine about affective faith and the assurance of pardon: the teaching that
Christian faith requires trust in Christ with all of our being including the
affections (love for Christ), and the teaching of the possibility of a divinely-given
assurance that our sins are forgiven and we are reconciled to God.

Wesleyan sources: sermon on “The Witness of the Sprit,” discourses | and Il (in
Outler, ed., Sermons, 1:267-98; in Jackson, ed., Works, 5:111-34) and “The Witness
of Our Own Spirit"(in Outler, ed., Sermons, 1:299-313; in Jackson, ed., Works,
5:134-44). Doctrinal sources: Church of the Nazarene Articles of Faith, article 9 (cf.
Pelikan and Hotchkiss, 3:412):“... that to this work and state of grace the Holy Spirit
bears witness.” Secondary sources: Williams, John Wesley’s Theology Today,
102-14; Maddox, Responsible Grace, 124-28; Runyon, New Creation, 59-70;
Campbell, Methodist Doctrine, 56-58; Jones, United Methodist Doctrine, 205-06;
Collins, Theology of John Wesley, 129-42.

12.Doctrine about entire sanctification: the teaching that God is capable of
bringing human beings to complete love for God in this life.

Wesleyan sources: John Wesley, sermon on “Christian Perfection” (in Outler, ed.,
Sermons, 2:97-121; in Jackson, ed., Works, 6:1-19). Doctrinal sources: United
Methodist Confession of Faith Article 11 (in UMC Discipline 2008, § 103, 69-70);
Church of the Nazarene Articles of Faith, article 10 (cf. Pelikan and Hotchkiss,
3:412). Secondary sources: Williams, John Wesley’s Theology Today, 167-90;
Outler, Theology in the Wesleyan Spirit, 65-88; Maddox, Responsible Grace, 179-90;
Runyon, New Creation, 91-101, 222-233; Campbell, Methodist Doctrine, 61-63;
Jones, United Methodist Doctrine, 210-16; Collins, Theology of John Wesley,
279-312.

General Reference:

Pelikan and Hotchkiss: Jaroslav Pelikan and Valerie Hotchkiss, eds. Creeds and
Confessions of Faith in the Christian Tradition. 3 vols. New Haven: Yale University
Press, 2003.
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